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Parwich Parish Council 
 

Minutes  
 

A meeting of Parwich Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 18th September 2013 at 7.30 pm in Parwich 
Memorial Hall. 
 
Present:  Acting Chairman, M Harrison, J Bennett, N Linnell, R Bunting, E Yeomans, the Clerk,  
Mrs S Hampson, and one member of the public.  
 
13.9.1  Apologies/Councillors' attendance register 
Apologies had been received in advance of the meeting from Ms Healy and Mr Dale.  Apologies had also 
been received from County Councillor, Mr S Spencer and District Councillor, Sir R Fitzherbert.  Members 
present completed the attendance register. 
 
13.9.2  Declaration of personal/prejudicial interest of councillors 
Mr Yeomans declared an interest in item 13.9.12 and completed an entry in the register 
 
13.9.3  Minutes and items from the previous minutes 
The minutes of the previous meeting had been electronically forwarded to all members in advance of the 
meeting and had been placed on the Blog.  Mrs Bennett asked for clarification of an advisory sign referred to 
in the previous meeting.   
 
Resolved:  The minutes were accepted as a true record of proceedings and signed in the meeting. 
 
13.9.4  Public speaking 
A member of the public, who had also been present at the previous meeting, questioned again the increase in 
working hours of the clerk.  This was again explained by members of the council.  The resident suggested 
members of the council could complete some the work of the clerk, unpaid.  Members of the council 
confirmed to the member of the public that this was not possible due to employment commitments, 
individuals already spend considerable amounts of time on council work and much of the work can only be 
completed by the parish council clerk..  Members of the council reiterated the increased work load of the 
clerk and that the clerk had been completing work in excess of the hours being paid for some time.  The 
clerk asked the member of the public if he doubted she was completing work for the number of hours being 
paid and he confirmed he did not doubt the clerk was completing the number of hours being paid.  The 
council asked the member of public to put his thoughts in writing.  
 
13.9.5  Update from District Councillor and County Councillor 
Apologies had been received in advance from both the District and County Councillors. 
 
13.9.6  Update from PCSO and Speed Van (if taken place) 
The PCSO was not present; however, she had advised the clerk that she is not authorised to drive the Speed 
Van and has to rely on authorised officers to get the van to Parwich.  PCSO Wakefield has put in a further 
request for the van for Parwich.  The clerk had also spoken to a police officer from Bakewell prior to the 
meeting who advised that the speed van is usually only provided in areas of proven accidents or speed.  The 
optimum time for the presence of the speed van in Parwich has now passed. 
 
Resolved:  Members to await further communication from the PCSO and review the necessity of the speed 
van at a future meeting. 
 
Mrs Bennett provided information on a change in police sergeant at Ashbourne and also a change in the 
Safer Neighbourhood meetings.  Attendance on a routine basis may not be relevant, only when items are 
relevant to Parwich. 
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13.9.7  Parsons Croft 
The clerk had reviewed documentation from previous clerks and taken relevant items to the chairman prior 
to the meeting with the solicitor.  From the solicitor's meeting (item 13.9.15), Ms Healy had advised 
members in advance of the parish council meeting points arising from the meeting with the solicitor*.  These 
were further reiterated by Mrs Linnell, also present at the meeting. 
 
The Parish Council has a duty to ensure that the Parish’s assets are preserved and to put in place safeguards 
to ensure that which has become common practice does not constitute squatters rights and also to safeguard 
the area for the future of the village.  Members discussed the possible introduction of peppercorn rents for 
some items presently placed on Parsons Croft and matters which may deem to be trespassing, potentially 
leading to litigation.  The parish council wishes to proceed with a legal use of the area by the toilet block 
which should have the dedicated use for recreation. 
 
Resolved:  Item to be placed on the next agenda for further discussion. 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact the former solicitor referred to in item 13.9.15 for advice regarding action 
retrospectively and other legal rights.  
 
13.9.8  Pavilion, electricity supply and user groups 
Pavilion 
Three quotes had been received to carry out repairs to the pavilion and the provider of the cheapest quote 
appointed to carry out prompt repairs to ensure the safe use of the pavilion during the summer.   
Materials have been predominantly sourced from the merchant where the parish council has an account.  
VAT to be reclaimed on all materials.  Members of the council agreed that the refurbishment of the pavilion 
has been completed to an excellent standard and in a timely manner before the onset of poor weather.  The 
contractor had also suggested that the grass near the base of the pavilion be strimmed to prevent the timber 
becoming damp.  Mrs Bennett suggested placing a photograph and information regarding the pavilion on the 
Blog and the noticeboard.  On a separate note, Mrs Linnell advised that the netball posts now need to be 
stored inside. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to forward letters to the applicants of the unsuccessful tenders to thank them for their 
interest. 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact mowing contractor to request strimming near the base of the pavilion. 
 
The council's mower, which has not been utilised for a period of time, needs to be moved from its present 
location.  Some members questioned its condition.  An enquiry has been received to purchase such a mower 
from another community group. 
 
Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to move the mower from its present position and assist Mrs Linnell with the netball 
posts. 
Resolved:  Mr Harrison to inspect the mower to establish its ability to function. 
Resolved:  Further consideration to be given to this asset at a future meeting. 
 
Electricity supply 
The clerk had provided evidence of electricity consumption.  Eon had claimed meters were being read; this 
was disputed by the council.  Mrs Linnell had liaised with Eon and now needs to liaise with the council's 
other energy supplier regarding the achievement of one supply for all the energy needs at this site. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to supply British Gas contact details. 
 
User groups 
An action by one of the user groups at the floodlights was raised by Mrs Linnell.  This requires further 
investigation.    
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13.9.9  Caravan bookings, review of fees for 2014, use of cricket pitch 
Caravan bookings 
Sheffield DA Caravan Club to attend two days after the council meeting.  Clerk had liaised with the mowing 
contractor for the cricket field to ensure the area is mown and also for Sheffield DA to forward a cheque for 
the number of units attending the rally.  Sheffield DA also wish to attend in June 2014.  Derbyshire Centre 
had also made a request for a booking for October 2014 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to advise the Derbyshire Centre Caravan Club that they can attend in October 2014. 
 
Fees for 2014 
Resolved:  Fees to be £5.50 per unit.   
 
Use of cricket pitch 
During the summer recess Ms Healy had received an enquiry regarding use of the cricket field in December 
2013 from Derbyshire Endurance Club to park up to 30 horse trailers for about 3 hours and also to have use 
of the toilets.  The organised event involves youngsters participating in a 5 mile ride.  Concern had been 
received from a council member regarding this request however, one member supported this request. 
 
Resolved:  The parish council to decline this request due to the potential damage to the field which horses 
may cause. 
Resolved:  Clerk to confirm with Ms Healy that unfortunately, this request will be denied. 
 
13.9.10 Parwich Memorial Hall 
The Memorial Hall formed part of the discussion with the solicitor see item 13.9.15.  The land on which the 
Memorial Hall is built  is owned by the Parish Council,  The Memorial Hall Committee manage the building 
on behalf of the Parish Council and the constitution of the Memorial hall Committee states that the 
Memorial Hall committee is responsible for the insurance of the Memorial Hall.  The Memorial Hall 
Committee constitution was drawn up in 1961.  The Parish Council and the Memorial Hall Committee are 
keen to ensure that the most competitive price is paid for the insurance of the Memorial Hall and it is 
presumed that there would be an economy of scale benefit  if the Memorial Hall was insured under the same 
arrangements as all of the other responsibilities of the Parish Council. 
 
Mr Harrison provided information of the Memorial Hall's present insurance premium.  Members considered 
this amount very carefully.  In April and June 2013 it was agreed to donate a sum for the insurance of the 
hall.  The clerk suggested that an investigation could be undertaken to find the cost of insuring the hall with 
the parish council's insurance for the remaining period until the end of May 2014 if the hall was to cancel 
their own insurance 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to verify the benefit or otherwise of the Memorial Hall being within the insurance package 
of the Parish Council. 
Resolved:  Parwich Parish Council to donate the full cost of the insurance to Parwich Memorial Hall and to 
issue the cheque immediately in the sum of £1,564.99. 
Resolved:  Mr Harrison to supply the clerk with rebuild costs for the Memorial Hall to enable the clerk to 
liaise with the parish council's insurance company. 
 
Mrs Bennett reported the situation of Parwich Luncheon Club which takes place in the Memorial Hall.  A 
significant number of elderly participants come from the Ashbourne area..  The community transport, which 
is used to transport the participants have allegedly increased their costs considerably.  This increase may 
have an impact on this group’s ability to attend and may have a negative impact on the viability of Parwich 
Lunch, which is of significant benefit to the locals that attend.   
 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact Rural Action Derbyshire, the public transport unit at Derbyshire County 
Council, the District and County Councillors for an explanation of the considerable increase in the transport 
costs, what if anything can be done to reduce the costs, and alternative suggestions to ensure the luncheon 
club continues to run for the benefit of all concerned. 
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13.9.11 Millennium Pond and monitoring 
The Senior Technician from Flood Risk & Transport Asset Management at Derbyshire County Council 
(DCC) had met with Mrs Bennett and Ms Healy during the summer recess with regard to the Millennium 
pond.  The technician reported that, as the pond falls within the Parish Council’s landownership, then they 
are legally defined as a riparian landowner. This, however, is also the case for the adjacent landowner whose 
ditch feeds into the pond.  The other riparian owner, in addition to the parish council, was present at this site 
meeting with the DCC technician.    
 
The technician is satisfied that both the section of watercourse moving through the pond and the watercourse 
that feeds into the pond (owned by the adjacent landowner) were sufficiently maintained and that water was 
able to pass through the system freely.   
 
From the site meeting on 7th August DCC is satisfied with the pond; the parish council does not need to take 
action.  There is no legal issue for the parish council 
 
Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to remove the sand bags from the area of the pond which had been placed as a 
temporary measure. 
 
13.9.12 Trees 
The clerk had sought quotes from two sources during the summer recess should a decision be reached to fell 
the last remaining horse chestnut tree.  Mrs Bennett had obtained a second opinion with an alternative tree 
officer from the Peak District National Park  Authority (PDNPA) regarding this tree and its impact on the 
village choice for an avenue of trees at this location. 
 
Mr Yeomans had declared an interest in this item.  He agreed that the quote he had submitted prior to felling 
the other horse chestnut trees would still stand. 
 
Mrs Bennett revealed that Mr Frost from PDNPA also did not wish the tree to be felled; therefore, it was not 
necessary for Mr Yeomans to be excluded from the discussion.  Mr Frost would provide additional funds for 
the tree to be 'topped' and reduced in size.  He had suggested annual contact to review the situation in case of 
disease.  Members did not welcome the suggestion to top and reduce the tree.  The alder trees to form the 
avenue will be 6-7 feet in height and cost £10 each plus VAT, cost to be met by PDNPA.  The parish council 
has previously resolved to pay the labour costs of £180 +VAT to plant the avenue. 
 
Resolved:  The alder trees will be planted; the horse chestnut tree will remain and be reviewed. 
Resolved:  The clerk to contact PDNPA to ask if the funds available to attend to the horse chestnut tree 
could be redirected to contributing to the labour costs of planting the avenue of alder trees. 
 
13.9.13 Village maintenance,  playground, football pitch, hedgecutting, village preparation for 
wakes 
DDDC had confirmed to the clerk that an additional waste collection could be provided following the 
wakes.  A further reminder will be necessary at the beginning of June 2014.  The hedge near the cricket field 
had been cut in August.  The replacement waste bin at Nethergreen was not yet in place.  Insufficient sealant 
had been purchased to complete repairs of the playground matting.  Soil had not been considered appropriate 
at the football pitch or at the roundabout on further inspection during the summer.  A suggestion had been 
received to cut hedges in March however, this is not the correct season due to nesting.  Members thought 
that a plea to residents could be considered, nearer wakes time, to cut their own hedges.  No further items 
were identified. 
 
A leak under the road near the football pitch was reported. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to report the leak to DCC to liaise with Severn Trent Water Authority if necessary. 
Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to purchase additional sealant for the playground matting through the council's 
account at the local merchant. 
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Mr Harrison also reported all street lights on Kiln Lane appear to be off all the time. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to report to DCC, Street Lighting. 
 
13.9.14 Bus Shelter and plaque 
Quotes had now been received from two sources to carry out repairs and renovations at the village bus 
shelter.   
 
Resolved:  Members decided to proceed with the cheapest quote. 
Resolved:  Clerk to write to the unsuccessful party to express thanks for the interest shown. 
 
13.9.15 Solicitor's information 
Ms Healy and Mrs Linnell had met with Mr Green at Hallcliffe House, Parwich, to discuss the historical 
back ground to three areas of Parwich Parish Council business: 
 
Parson’s Croft (see item 13.9 7) 
Parwich Memorial Hall  (see item 13.9.10) 
Pump Hill land (see item 13.9.17) 
 
All members had received a summary of the meeting in advance of the council meeting.  Mr Green no 
longer practises as a solicitor* but was able to provide essential information.  Ms Healy had also collected 
stored documents from Potters Solicitors and the clerk had taken documentation to Ms Healy in advance of 
the meeting.  All legal titles remain with the Land Registry. 
 
13.9.16 Rental/Tenancy agreements 
An invoice, in the sum of £498 including VAT, had been received from Bagshaws for work carried out to 
secure increased rents from the parish council's tenants from 2014.  Not included in this invoice was a quote 
of £200 to draw up formal tenancy agreements.  The clerk had also contacted Fidler and Taylor who 
estimated their fees for this process to be £150-175. 
 
Resolved:  Bagshaws' invoice to be paid and also to be instructed to prepare formal tenancy agreement. 
 
13.9.17 Pump Hill 
Historical background surrounding the acquisition of this land was provided by Ms Healy's document and 
Mrs Linnell.  The upkeep and maintenance of this area was discussed including costs such as tree surgery 
and maintenance of the retaining wall.  The possible use of Pump Hill by the village primary school was 
further discussed. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact the Head Teacher to clarify possible use 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact DALC regarding any implications of primary school children using this area, 
including insurance. 
 
13.9.18 Identification of forthcoming village events/projects (part of annual planning) 
No events were identified during the meeting. 
 
13.9.19 Snow warden and grit bins 
DCC had actioned the clerk's request to refill all the village grit bins.  The invoice for the one parish council 
grit bin will follow. 
 
The clerk had liaised with DCC regarding the snow warden scheme and information had been placed on the 
Blog.  Ms Healy had forwarded some additional points to be considered prior to the meeting.  No interest 
has been received regarding the snow warden scheme. 
 
Resolved:  Not to place any further information on the Blog regarding the snow warden scheme at this 
stage. 
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13.9.20 Highway and footpaths 
Members reported a pothole near the vicarage and Pool Croft.  Members also reported the highway has been 
resurfaced near Hill Top Farm. 
 
Resolved:  Clerk to report the pothole to DCC, Highways Department. 
 
13.9.21 Forthcoming meeting dates 
The clerk had calculated forthcoming meeting dates in advance of the meeting.  These were discussed and 
agreed with the exception of the February meeting date 
 
Resolved:  February date to be amended and subsequently to be placed on the Blog.  (These may be subject 
to change if necessary). 
 
13.9.22 Items of account, clerk's salary, contractors and HMRC 
DALC had forwarded the National Pay Award for council clerks.  This is the first pay award since 2009 
backdated from 1 April 2013.  Back pay to April 2013 was £10.81.  The increase is £0.102 per hour. 
 
Resolved:  **The National Pay award was unanimously agreed for the clerk backdated to 1 April 2013. 
 
Cq 1128 Lester Lowe Ltd  Silicon and padlock   £15.48 
Cq 1129 Parwich Memorial Hall September hire   £10.00 
Cq 1130 P Lownds   4 mowing cuts    £192.00 
Cq 1131 R Beach   Hedge cutting    £25.00 
Cq 1132 Lester Lowe Ltd  Pavilion materials   £155.89  
Cq 1133 Bagshaws   Professional fees re rent reviews £498.00 
Cq 1134 S Hampson   September net salary & back pay** £222.81  
Cq 1135 HMRC    Quarter 2 income tax   £161.80 
Cq 1136 S Hampson   Reimbursement of expenses  £15.57 
Cq 1137 Grant Thornton  External audit fee   £120.00 
Cq 1138 S Povey   Pest control    £60.00 
Cq 1139 S Povey   Pest control    £50.00 
Cq 1140 Parwich Memorial Hall Donation insurance cover  £1564.99 
Cq 1141 Markovitz   Pavilion materials   £50.87 
Cq 1142 R Cundy   Pavilion repairs and refurbishment £858.24 
Cq 1143 Parwich Memorial Hall Duplicate cheque (Cq 1089 lost) £10.00   
   
The external audit report had been received with no matters to bring before the council.   
   
13.9.23 Planning applications and Planning sub-committee 
There were no new planning applications.  Applications at Gardeners' Cottage and the Rookery had been 
granted. 
 
13.9.24 Correspondence and communication, including electronic communication 
The clerk had received an enquiry regarding a street lamp which was not lit.  The clerk had reported this to 
DCC who confirmed that this light was not a part night street light and therefore, it was reported as a fault.  
The resident had been advised accordingly. 
 
Ms Healy had received an enquiry about a village hedge which was considered potentially hazardous. 
Members reported that subsequent to this item being reported to the parish council that the hedge in question 
had been cut. 
 
A complaint had been forwarded to DDDC's Monitoring Officer from a resident connected to the actions 
associated with the millennium pond.  DDDC had responded to the complainant without consultation with 
the parish council. 
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Resolved:  The parish council's complaints procedure to be updated at the next meeting. 
Resolved:  Clerk to respond to DDDC and to provide information 
Resolved:  Clerk to contact DALC for appropriate advice regarding a response to the complainant. 
 
13.9.25 Items for next agenda 
Complaints procedure, Trees, Parwich Memorial Hall insurance, Parsons Croft, Pavilion, Playground, Bus 
shelter, Pump Hill, Snow warden, Village preparation for wakes.  Additional items to be compiled by the 
clerk. 
 
13.9.26 Date of next meeting 
16th October 2013 
  
The meeting was declared closed at 10.25 pm. 

Mrs S Hampson,  
Clerk to the Parish Council 

18th September 2013 
 

©Parwich Parish Council minutes remain draft until approved by the parish council at the next meeting. 


