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Parwich Parish Council 

 

A Meeting of Parwich Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 21st October 2015 at 7.30 pm in 

Parwich Memorial Hall. 

 

Present:  Mr M Edge, Mr P Kirkham, Mrs T Marshall , Mrs J Jesson, Mr E Yeomans, the clerk, 

Mrs S Hampson and one member of the public for part of the meeting.   

 

Part 1 Non-confidential information to consider the following items: 

 

15.10.1  Apologies/Councillors’ attendance register 

There were no apologies and all members present completed the attendance register  

 

15.9.2  Declaration of personal/pecuniary interest of councillors 

Mr Yeomans declared an interest in agenda item 15.10.9. 

 

15.10.3  Minutes of previous meeting and items from the minutes, minutes of the previous 

planning sub-committee meeting if applicable 

The minutes of the previous meeting had been forwarded electronically to the members in advance 

of the meeting.  The minutes had also been placed on the parish council's website, and in the village 

shop. 

 

Resolved:  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as a true record of proceedings. 

Resolved:  The chairman duly signed the minutes as a true record. 

 

15.10.4  Co-option process for remaining 2 parish council vacancies and declaration of 

acceptance of office of new councillor(s) if applicable 

The clerk had sent details to an interested resident; a response had been received to the most recent 

notice,  but unfortunately not in time for the deadline on the notice.  The clerk had placed yet a 

further notice with a deadline of 13th November.  The clerk had given an explanation to the resident 

concerned.   

 

Resolved:  The resident's application would be considered at the next meeting along with any 

further applications received in time for the 13th November deadline. 

Resolved:  A copy of the new casual vacancy notice to be placed in the village shop. 

 

15.10.5  Public speaking 

A member of the public attended and provided information about some of the agenda items. He 

reported that the Bowls Club have keys to the toilets.  The hedge and shrubs near the bowling green 

had been cut and the cuttings will be placed on the village bonfire.  He expressed concerns over the 

condition of Parsons Croft in relation to items allegedly left behind by a former resident who has 

now moved from the village and a vehicle belonging to another person.  Reference was made to 

clearing the car park.  Members advised that the mowing contractor had already asked about weed-

killing the area but had been advised to leave the area at present.  It was reported that some 

residents from West View have cleared a portion of the car park and may be willing to assist 

further. 

 

Resolved:  Mr Edge and Mr Kirkham to speak to people concerned regarding items left on the car 

park area. 

 

The member of the public advised that he had cleared about 10 metres of the water course, some 

portions still required attention.  The councillors thanked  the members of the public for his efforts. 

  

15.10.6  Items from public speaking (items may form part of subsequent agenda(s)) 

The majority of items referred to by the member of the public were covered by the agenda.   
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Resolved:  To place Parsons Croft car park on the next agenda. 

 

15.10.7 PCSO 

The clerk advised that the PCSO who has attended many meetings of Parwich Parish Council will 

retire this month.  Details of the new PCSO have not yet been received. 

 

15.10.8 Village speed limit 

This topic has featured on Parwich Blog.  Members were not sure how a lower speed limit could be 

enforced or policed.  Some of the offenders are those driving tractors/agricultural vehicles and one 

of the worst areas for speeding vehicles is the main road from the vicinity of the Sycamore Inn 

to/from the Ashbourne direction.  Traffic calming measures such as flashing speed signs, speed 

humps and appropriate advisory signs were also discussed. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to contact Derbyshire County Council (DCC) for an assessment on necessary 

and appropriate advisory/warning signs for the village, particularly in the vicinity of children's 

playground. 

 

15.10.9 Planning applications 

An application had been received for listed building consent at Lower Gotham Farm.  Mr Yeomans 

declared an interest and did not take part in the discussions regarding this item. 

 

Resolved:  To support the application at Lower Gotham Farm. 

 

Plans had been granted for The Stable and End Cottage. 

 

15.10.10 Ponds and water course clearance 

A risk assessment had been prepared in advance of the meeting in preparation for an organised 

event to clear some of the water course.  Members discussed a convenient date and time.   It was 

reported that a resident could use a mini digger to clear the water course at a cost. 

 

Resolved:  To not use a mini digger for the task 

Resolved:  To publicise an event to clear the watercourse as much as possible, from 10 am to 2 pm 

on Sunday, 1st November 2015. 

Resolved:  Mrs Marshall to produce notices to be placed on the parish council's website and The 

Blog.   

Resolved:  Mrs Marshall to acquire antibacterial spray from the merchant's used by the parish 

council. 

Resolved:  Mr Kirkham to supply disposable gloves. 

Resolved:  The landlady at the Sycamore Inn to be approached to supply chips, cobs and cups of 

tea for the participants involved in the clearance activity.  The cost not to exceed £50. 

 

15.10.11 Halloween (use of greens) and bonfire (use of former cricket field) 

Parwich Carnival and Recreation Committee had approached the parish council to use the former 

cricket field for the purpose of hosting a village bonfire.  Following instruction from the parish 

council's insurance company, Parwich Carnival and Recreation Committee had been approached to 

provide a risk assessment and insurance covering the particulars of the event.  The parish council's 

insurance will only cover insurance of the land and not the event.  The insurance details had been 

received the week prior to the parish council meeting.  Slight amendments had been made to the 

risk assessment.  Distance from nearby properties had been considered.   

 

Resolved:  To confirm to Parwich Carnival and Recreation Committee that the bonfire can be held 

on the cricket field as the parish council is satisfied with the insurance cover and risk assessment 

provided. 

Resolved:  To grant permission for the bonfire to be held on the former cricket pitch subject to the 

condition of the cricket pitch being restored thereafter. 
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15.10.12  Pump Hill (update if received – excluding confidential aspects) 

No further information had been received in time for the meeting. 

 

15.10.13  Items of account, clerk's monthly salary, HMRC, contractors 

The clerk had received a bill from British Gas for the electricity supply at Parsons Croft for the sum 

of £22,412.  The clerk had spent several days resolving this mistake.  A subsequent credit was 

received to cancel this amount but with no apology from British Gas for their error. 

 

Items of account included: 

Cq 1274 S Hampson   October net salary £218.98 

Cq 1275 S Hampson   Reimb. of expenses £22.30 

Cq 1283 Wicksteed Leisure Ltd New swing seats £105.00 VAT £17.50 

Cq 1284 Lester Lowe Ltd  Elbow & Copper £6.27  VAT £1.04 

Cq 1285 S Hampson   4 months' prem. allow £46.64 

 

15.10.14 Dog fouling and notices 
A template for larger sized dog fouling notices had been received from Derbyshire Dales District 

Council (DDDC).  Members discussed obtaining large professionally produced signs at 

approximately £50 each based on the official signs from DDDC, as there is still a significant issue 

of dog fouling on pavements and some public areas. 

 

Resolved:  To spend up to £150 on professionally produced dog fouling signs. 

Resolved:  The clerk to resubmit the DDDC template to Mrs Marshall. 

 

15.10.15 Playground   

New swing seats had been ordered and received.  New locking safety chains were discussed.  Mr 

Kirkham reported that the slide does not present as a significant hazard but will require some 

remedial work next spring, including repainting.  Mr Edge provided some information about the 

matting/cold pour area and the compliance with British Safety Standards. The issue of moles on the 

play area and near the post box was also discussed. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to contact the pest controller. 

Resolved:  Mr Kirkham to investigate swing chains. 

 

15.10.16 Parish Council key holders 

Some sets of keys had been returned to the parish council members.  Some further approaches will 

be made. Members discussed changing locks. 

 

Resolved:  To defer changing locks on parish council property at this stage. 

 

15.10.17 Village maintenance including:  posts opposite the Sycamore Inn, football posts and 

water leak 

Mr Kirkham had fixed the water leak with parts purchased through the merchant used by the parish 

council.  Mr Yeomans advised that he had contacted a local farmer regarding the use of a post 

knocker but a return call had not been received.  The clerk advised that an invoice will be required 

for this service. 

 

Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to view existing posts and purchase the necessary number of matching 

posts from the builders' merchants; the invoice will follow. 

 

Members discussed the possible need for new football posts and whether to relocate these to the 

former cricket pitch.  Members further discussed re-designating the former cricket pitch as a new 

football pitch due to its size.  This would also mean sporting facilities would be located in one area.  

Heavy football posts may not be well used but lightweight football posts will be easily  damaged. 
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15.10.18 Asset register 

The clerk had prepared a new asset register based on the contributions from members at the 

previous meeting. 

 

Resolved:  To post this on the parish council website, after clarification with a former parish 

council clerk regarding defibrillators purchased in 2005. 

 

15.10.19 Tenancy clauses and reviews 

The clerk advised that the rents had received from both tenants.  The clerk had prepared a letter to 

forward to Bagshaws to instruct them to send a letter to one of the tenants to clarify some doubts 

held by the tenant regarding a clause in his tenancy agreement.  The letter also contained instruction 

to review the tenants' rents from 2017 

 

Resolved:  The letter of instruction to Bagshaws was approved regarding the tenancy clause and to 

review the tenant rents again following the appropriate notice period.  

Resolved:  The clerk to forward the letter following the meeting. 

 

15.10.20 Minor Maintenance Agreement (MMA) 

Derbyshire County Council (DCC) had forwarded details of changes to next year's MMA 

agreement.  This will contain fewer restrictions but the clerk queried references to the involvement 

with projects.  The refund for this year's claim has not yet been received, therefore, the clerk had 

chased this. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to clarify some of the new references in the scheme and to register for £600 

for use with this scheme in 2016. 

 

15.10.21 Snow warden scheme and grit bins 

The clerk had contacted the officer involved with the Snow Warden scheme at DCC.  Details, 

including training dates,  had been forwarded to the members in advance of the meeting.  There are 

2 levels of joining. The first would be to just provide information to Parwich residents eg of 

impending snow warnings.  The second is to receive one tonne of grit (in 25 kg bags) for 

distribution around pavements and most needy areas.  The snow warden would co-ordinate activity, 

complete a risk assessment and report details of DCC's snow clearing activities on the highway.  A 

training event for the snow warden scheme will take place on 20th November 2015 at 3 pm at 

Matlock.   

 

The clerk advised that 6 of the village grit bins belong to and are the responsibility of DCC to refill.  

Only the grit bin on Creamery Lane near Knob Hall belongs to and is the responsibility of the parish 

council to refill.   

 

There had been no response from DCC to the clerk's report of the damaged grit bin on Kiln Lane. 

 

Resolved:  The members to advise the clerk of grit stocks in the grit bins to enable the clerk to 

place any necessary grit orders. 

Resolved:  To place details of the snow warden scheme on the Blog and the parish council's 

website. 

 

Mr Kirkham enquired who owned the grit bin near the flats on Smithy Close.  The clerk advised 

that this had not been listed by DCC and therefore, it was likely that it could belong to Dales 

Housing. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to contact Dales Housing to establish ownership of the grit bin. 
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15.10.22 Correspondence and communication 

Included:  Confirmation from Sheffield DA regarding their booking in August 2016.  Roaming 

theatre productions, DCC recycling site survey, DDDC area forums, PDNPA press releases, 

Enviroplay playground inspections, plantscape Christmas trees, DALC war perspectives, DDDC 

dog fouling notices, ROSPA training, DALC annual report, Autumn walks in the PDNPA. 

 

Mrs Marshall offered to liaise with the previous councillor who had responsibility for the parish 

council's website. 

 

Mr Kirkham reported the hedge near the flats and the playing field as its height is obstructing 

visibility of the residents of the flats.  Members thought the hedge would need to be cut by hand. 

 

Resolved:  Members to view the hedge before the next meeting. 

 

15.10.23 Items for the next agenda 

Budget items, pavilion repairs, mowing contract, PC website, alternative use of cricket field, hedge 

cutting, grit bins, dog fouling signs, traffic signs, stream clearance, ownership of defibrillator on 

asset register, snow warden scheme, vehicles on Parsons Croft. 

 

15.10.24 Date of the next meeting:  18 November 2015 

 

Part 2 –Confidential Information  

To move the following resolution - “That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to 

be transacted (in respect of discussions concerning quotation and legal proceedings) it is advisable 

in the public interest, that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to 

withdraw.” 

 

15.9.25 Pump Hill (Confidential aspects, if received by meeting date) 

There were no members of the public present at this point in the meeting but there were no 

confidential matters to bring before the parish council in relation to Pump Hill. 

 

15.10.26 Quotes for pavilion (repairs), tennis courts, alternative lighting at Parsons Croft and 

possible Sport England Grant 

Sport England Grants are not available for the level of cost involved and for repairs to existing 

lighting. 

 

Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to register an account in the name of the parish council at a local electrical 

supplier to enable lighting costs to be investigated further. 

Resolved:  The parish council to purchase replacement timber to enable repairs to be carried out at 

the pavilion. 

 

The meeting was declared closed at 10.00 pm 

 

S Hampson 

Clerk 

Parwich Parish Council 

 

22nd October 2015 

 

 


