
 

1 

Parwich Parish Council 

 

A meeting of Parwich Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 18 March 2015 at 7.30 pm in Parwich 

Memorial Hall. 

 

Present:  R Bunting, M Harrison, C Healy, J Bennett, N Linnell, M Gerard-Pearse, E Yeomans, the clerk, 

Mrs S Hampson and one member of the public.  

 

Part 1 – Non-confidential information to consider the following agenda items: 

 

15.3.1  Apologies/Councillors’ attendance register 

Members present duly completed the attendance register.   

 

15.3.2 Declaration of personal/pecuniary interest of councillors 

There was no need, by any member present, to complete an entry in the register. 

 

15.3.3  Minutes of the previous meeting an items from the minutes, minutes of the previous planning 

sub-committee. 

Resolved:  The minutes were approved as a true record of proceedings and were signed by the chairman,  

Mr Bunting. 

 

15.3.4  Public speaking 

The member of the public present did not wish to raise any matters before the council. 

 

15.3.5 Items from public speaking (items may form part of subsequent agenda(s)) 

There were no items raised to form part of a subsequent agenda. 

 

15.3.6  Pump Hill (excluding confidential aspects associated with this item)  
It was reported that legal aspects with the sale of Pump Hill are proceeding.  The clerk had written formally 

to Mrs Shields regarding the offer to purchase the land and this is now with Mrs Shields' solicitors.  The 

parish council's solicitors have contacted the third party concerned with an overage document.  Members 

discussed the options open to the third party regarding signing the overage agreement, however, this 

particular aspect of legal proceedings is out of the control of the parish council.  The document concerned 

does not have to be signed until completion but ideally the document could be signed in advance and held by 

either the third party's solicitors or the parish council's solicitors.  Mr Gerard-Pearse advised that he obtains 

almost weekly updates from the solicitors regarding Pump Hill.  Members discussed the possibility of an 

extra ordinary meeting being convened in May, if necessary, to complete sale proceedings on Pump Hill.  

Ms Healy enquired about the application of Purdah rules to this agenda item. 

 

15.3.7  Items of account, clerk's monthly salary, HMRC  

Cq 1240 S Hampson   March net salary  £218.98 

Cq 1241 Parwich Memorial Hall Hire for meeting  £15.00* 

Cq 1242 HMRC    Quarter 4 income tax  £167.40 

Cq 1243 S Hampson   Reimbursement of expenses £5.76 

 

*  The clerk requested that the Parwich Memorial Hall cheque be presented as soon as possible to ensure it is 

presented through the parish council's accounts prior to the financial year end. 

 

15.3.8  Highway and footpath issues, monitoring of village grit bins 

A response had been received from Derbyshire County Council (DCC) in response to the clerk's letter 

concerning the condition of a section of public highway classified as unsuitable for motor vehicles in the 

village.  In view of its classification, DCC considers its present condition as adequate and commensurate 

with its low usage.  It has long been signed as unsuitable for motor vehicles, therefore, in view of its low 

traffic usage and that access to properties is available from the roads at either ends, it is unlikely that DCC 
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will carry out any additional repairs in the foreseeable future.  Members of the parish council were 

disappointed with the response from DCC. 

 

Resolved:  To forward DCC's response to County Councillor, S Spencer for further comment/action. 

Resolved:  Clerk to advise the originator of the letter of DCC's response and the parish council's course of 

action above. 

 

Mr Bunting advised that the grit bin, which had been previously reported as missing, has now returned.  Mr 

Harrison reported that all grit bins belonging to DCC were full and the one grit bin belonging to the parish 

council on Creamery Lane was approximately half full, at the time of the meeting. 

 

The pot hole previously reported near Springfields has still not received attention and a further pot hole was 

reported near Bradbourne Mill on route towards Fenny Bentley 

 

Resolved:  Clerk to report the above pot holes to DCC. 

 

15.3.9  Use of former cricket field for a fund raising event 

Mr Bunting had spoken to the representative of the Derbyshire Branch of the Royal British Legion 

Motorcycle Club who had previously approached the parish council regarding free use of the former cricket 

field to raise funds for the British Legion.  Some implications involved in permitting free use of the field for 

this purpose included insurance implications, toilets being made available and cleaned, water consumption.  

The club did not appear to have any knowledge of the numbers involved. 

 

Resolved:  Mr Bunting to make further enquiries with the organisers to ascertain their insurance status. 

 

15.3.10  Advertisement for a cleaner for Parsons Croft toilet 

The clerk had prepared an advertisement for a cleaner for the toilets at Parsons Croft.  This had been 

forwarded to feature on the new parish council website.  The clerk also provided a hard copy of the 

advertisement. 

 

Resolved:  Mrs Bennett to place the hard copy version of the advertisement on the noticeboard near the 

toilets. 

 

Mrs Bennett advised that there is a crack on the toilet building, below the window.   

 

Resolved:  In the interest of public safety Ms Healy to approach a local building contractor to view/assess 

the building to ascertain approximate costs to remedy the situation. 

 

15.3.11 Playground items and possible purchase of equipment 

Research/Investigations on playground equipment, including a zip wire, had been carried out subsequent to 

the previous meeting.  A visit to another local playground had also been undertaken and photographic 

evidence recorded to support the discussion.  Advice had also been received from a professional equipment 

supplier including his advice on market research which suggests that zip wires involve solitary experiences 

whereas a multi gym type construction involves numerous children playing together at the same time which 

can provide social benefits.   

 

To purchase an installed piece of equipment such as a zip wire could cost from £5,000 to £8,000 plus 

approximately £1,700 installation costs. From investigation, equipment under 4 meters in height will not 

require planning permission.  Mr Harrison reported the deteriorating condition of the slide.  Members also 

discussed the possibility of grant funding/Lottery funding.  Also identified as an area in need of considerable 

improvement were the facilities at Parsons Croft as these facilities could provide a source of income to the 

Parish Council, if restored to optimum condition.   

 

Resolved:  To defer a formal decision regarding expenditure at either the playground or Parsons Croft to 
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ensure adequate time can be apportioned to future grants, formation of an action group and identification of 

the most appropriate piece(s) of equipment at the playground. 

 

Resolved:  The achievement of the above resolution may well rest with the council formed after the May 

2015 elections. 

 

15.3.12  Parwich Memorial Hall insurance 

Members discussed the possible need for a change in covenant for Parwich Memorial Hall (the Hall).  The 

Hall's constitution also needs to be addressed.  The parish council owns the building and the achievement of 

the parish council permanently meeting insurance costs for the building was discussed.  Inclusion/Exclusion 

of subsidence was also referred to.  Rebuild costs of the Hall were reported to be approximately one million 

pounds. 

 

Resolved:  Mrs Linnell and Mr Harrison to check the existing hall insurance policy regarding reference to 

subsidence. 

Resolved:  Upon receipt of information from Mrs Linnell and Mr Harrison, the clerk to instruct the parish 

council's insurance company to include the Buildings Insurance cover for the Hall, on the parish council's 

insurance policy, with immediate effect and to advise the insurance company of the construction of the 

building for insurance purposes. 

Resolved:  The parish council to meet the costs of any legal work associated with a change of covenant. 

 

15.3.13  Flood Warden/Watercourse management 

A letter had been received from a resident regarding an interaction between herself and the former flood 

warden.  Members had had time to consider this letter in advance of the meeting.  No further communication 

had been received from the remaining flood warden who had reported at a previous meeting that she was 

considering her position as flood warden. 

 

Resolved:  Clerk to thank the resident for forwarding the letter referred to above. 

Resolved:  To place the advertisement for a replacement flood warden on the new parish council website 

when live.  (This notice had been displayed around the village in hard copy form.) 

 

15.3.14  Parish Council website 

Members thanked Mrs Bennett and Mr Gerard-Pearse for their hard work involved in preparing the new 

parish council website.  Members had provided some input on items in advance of the meeting and further 

discussed these items in the meeting.  The new website is really a library, a depository to store and provide 

information.  The website is an evolving website that will continue to be updated.  The aim of the website is 

a one stop site for parish councillors and the general public to access information and to direct them 

accordingly.  If information is not on the website then the website should advise the correct place to find it, 

whether it is from the parish council, Derbyshire County Council (DCC) or Derbyshire Dales District 

Council (DDDC).  

 

Members discussed references on the website to bookings for the hard play area/tennis courts, the pavilion, 

Parson's Croft field, football pitch and the village greens and its implication to the clerk's contract, as this is 

not presently included.  Members also discussed street furniture, street signs, litter bins/dog waste bins and 

advertisements for current positions, including a cleaner for the village toilets and a flood warden. 

 

Policy documents including the parish council's Communication Policy, Model Publication Scheme, 

Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities and Complaints Procedure were discussed and updated where 

relevant.  Other policies and documents placed on the website will include:  Standing Orders, Vexatious and 

Repeated Requests for Information, Public Speaking Policy and National Association of Local Council's 

(NALC's) Code of Conduct. 

 

The website provider (2Commune) had advised Mrs Bennett that responses received on the website can 

automatically be saved to a spread sheet.  Members queried if responses would be catalogued for the next 

meeting.  In addition, an automatic acknowledgement can be generated to enquiries.  Mrs Bennett 
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acknowledged that the website provider had provided excellent support.  Members also discussed parish 

council material presently on the Parwich Blog site. 

 

Resolved:  The automatic response to enquiries (if possible to arrange) will be based on a response supplied 

by the Derbyshire Association of Local Councils (DALC) and has been in use by the parish council for some 

time. 

Resolved:  Clarification will be sought from the website provider regarding cataloguing of received 

responses.  

Resolved:  Mrs Bennett to liaise with the Blog team regarding the removal of the current parish council 

pages and to replace these pages with a link to the new parish council website. 

Resolved:  To accept updates to policy documents in order to upload to the new parish council website. 

 

15.3.15  Forthcoming elections  

The members are aware of the election process.  The clerk had placed notices from DDDC regarding the 

forthcoming elections on the parish council noticeboard. 

 

15.3.16  Planning applications and planning sub-committee 

Plans had been granted for listed building consent for The Rookery for internal alterations and an extractor 

fan on the rear roof slope.  Plans had also been granted for new vehicular access at 1, Chestnut Cottages.  A 

new planning application had been received for an extension and alterations at Lilac Cottage.  Members 

viewed the application details. 

 

Resolved:  All members present supported the application at Lilac Cottage. 

Resolved:  Clerk to advise Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) planning department of the 

decision. 

 

15.3.17  Correspondence and communication 

DALC's advice regarding communication is that it must be received by the clerk with at least 24 hours' 

notice before a meeting to ensure members can consider matters under 'correspondence and communication' 

at a meeting.  

 

Resolved:  The Parish Council Communication’s policy was updated accordingly. 

  

Members discussed the lengthy communication from a resident which was received only hours before the 

previous meeting.  This communication included suggested changes to previous minutes.   

 

Resolved:  Members considered this matter as now closed and no further action to be taken; clerk to advise 

the resident accordingly. 

 

Other communications included: 

 

information from a resident regarding beacons to mark VE Day celebrations and that £2 million will be 

available nationally from government funding for this commemoration.  The same resident had also 

included a further update about telegraph poles in the village.  A letter from the MP queried how he could be 

expected to consult with the parish council before sending letters.  Members of the parish council found this 

response less than satisfactory.  Minor changes to terms and condition on the parish council's bank accounts 

had been received.  Parish member appointments to the National Park will take place shortly and nomination 

papers will be issued on 20th April.  A former clerk to the parish council had forwarded communication 

about minutes not appearing on the Blog however, this communication had not been received until the day 

of the meeting.  Members continue to appreciate the receipt of communication from residents. 

 

Resolved:  VE Day beacons are likely to be considered by an alternative village committee, therefore, this 

item will not be considered by the parish council. 
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Mrs Bennett requested a letter of thanks to be forwarded to two ladies who had provided considerable 

assistance with obtaining and planting two trees in the Nether green area. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to forward letters of thanks to the two ladies concerned. 

 

From previous parish council resolutions regarding the registration of land at Nethergreen Mr Bunting raised 

the issue further.  Mr Bunting will be unable to pursue the registration of the land.   

 

Resolved:  Land registry matters to be placed on the next agenda to pursue the registration of the land 

utilising the parish council's solicitors. 

Resolved:  Ms Healy to obtain a quote for the legal work from the parish council's solicitors to achieve 

registration of land in the name of Parwich Parish Council.   

 

Members discussed the compilation of a working document list of items which will require action in the 

near future by the new council such as the crack on the wall of the toilets and the gate on the football pitch. 

 

15.3.18  Items for the next agenda 

Land registry, The clerk, Pump Hill, Elections, parish council website, Parwich Memorial Hall insurance, 

items identified for hand over to the next parish council members, any necessary additional items to be 

compiled by the clerk. 

 

15.3.19  Date of the next meeting:  15 April 2015 

 

Part 2 Confidential items 

 

To move the following resolution - “That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be 

transacted (in respect of discussions concerning valuations and legal proceedings) it is advisable in the 

public interest, that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw.” 

 

15.3.20. Pump Hill 

Resolved:  to verbally reinforce, with those concerned, of the expediency required with this matter to try to 

complete legal proceedings prior to the end of the term of office of the present parish council. 

 

15.3.21. Vexatious and repeated requests 

No further matters were raised under this agenda item during this meeting. 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.35 pm. 

 

Mrs S Hampson 

Clerk 

Parwich Parish Council 

 

21 March 2015  

 

©Parwich Parish Council minutes remain draft until approved by the parish council at the next meeting. 

©This document remains the copyright of Parwich Parish Council and should not be reproduced in any form 

without prior permission from Parwich Parish Council. 


