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PARWICH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes

A Meeting of Parwich Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 18th June at 7.30 pm in Parwich Memorial 
Hall
Present:  R Bunting, M Harrison, J Bennett, E Yeomans, M Gerard-Pearse, the clerk, Mrs S Hampson and 
five members of the public.  Also in attendance was County Councillor, Mr S Spencer.

Part 1 - Non-confidential Information, to consider the following items:

14.6.1 Declaration of acceptance of office of Chairman
Mr Bunting duly completed the acceptance of office of Chairman before the proper officer of the parish 
council, Mrs Hampson.

14.6.2 Apologies/Councillors’ attendance register
Apologies had been received in advance of the meeting from Ms Healy, Mrs Linnell, District Councillor, Sir 
R Fitzherbert and PCSO Wakefield  All councillors present duly completed the attendance register.

14.6.3 Declaration of Personal/Pecuniary Interest of Councillors
There was no need by any member present to complete an entry in the register.

14.6.4 Minutes from the previous meetings and items from the minutes
The minutes of the previous parish council meeting had been electronically forwarded to the councillors in 
advance of the meeting.  They had also been displayed on the Blog and at The Sycamore shop.

Resolved:  The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record of proceedings and signed in 
the meeting by the chairman.

14.6.5 Public speaking
Mr Bunting invited members of the public to participate in the public speaking section.  One member of the 
public spoke regarding the area frequently referred to as Nethergreen.  The same resident has previously 
forwarded correspondence to the parish council.  She alleged that the common land should not have been 
registered as a village green.  She enquired if the parish council had established the status of the land.  She 
raised concerns about planning permission on the land (during the reign previous parish council members); 
use by other property owners; the use of vehicles; a footpath; enclosure of the land and the car park.  The 
resident requested a letter of response from the parish council.  Members advised that Nethergreen featured 
later on the agenda.

Resolved:  The clerk to forward a letter of response to the resident.

14.6.6 Items from public speaking
Public speaking did not generate any additional items which would need to be considered on a future agenda 
other than those on the advertised agenda.

14.4.7 Update from District Councillor and County Councillor
The District Councillor was not in attendance.  County Councillor Spencer referred back to the meeting he 
had previously attended regarding public transport.  He urged residents to continue to use the services and 
pledged to continue to monitor and inform the parish council of any changes to Parwich bus services.  

14.4.8 Update from PCSO and dog fouling
The PCSO was not in attendance.  At the previous meeting, PCSO Wakefield had advised that she would try 
to acquire dog fouling notices.  PCSO Wakefield had advised the clerk in advance of the meeting that the 



2

dog fouling notices were not yet available but if she was advised of the owner(s) who allow their pets to foul 
she would visit them.  The clerk advised that Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) is not in a position 
to supply dog fouling notices at present either.  Members discussed the issue of dog fouling further as it was 
reported that the issue remains a problem on Creamery Lane, Kiln Lane, the Green and the rear of the 
Memorial Hall.  It was reported that some dogs roam without owners.

14.6.9  Parish Council representation on committees for 2014-2015
Resolved:  Members would like Mrs Linnell to continue to represent the parish council on Parwich 
Memorial Hall Committee.

See item 14.6.11 regarding representation on Parwich United Charities.

14.6.10  Policies committee
Due to time constraints at the May meeting it was resolved to defer this item to consider new policies and 
revise existing policies to the June parish council meeting.  

Resolved:  A policies sub-committee to be established to consider any necessary amendments to policies 
and to formulate new policies as required.
R esolved:  Adoption of policies and the decision on identified amendments to policies to be made in full 
parish council meetings following consultation with the policies' sub-committee, the clerk and any necessary 
outside agencies.
Resolved:  Mrs Bennett, Mr Harrison, Mr Gerard-Pearse and Mr Bunting to be members of the policies sub-
committee.
Resolved:  Policies to feature on the next month's agenda and future agendas, as required.

14.6.11  Parwich United Charities
The clerk had been approached with a request for this item to feature on the agenda.  It was reported that 
there should be five members of the parish council on the Parwich United Charities committee.  The matters 
was discussed by the members present.

Resolved:  Mr Bunting, Mr Harrison and Mr Yeomans to represent Parwich Parish Council on the Parwich 
United Charities committee.
Resolved:  Clerk to advise of the above three members who are prepared to act as parish council 
representatives and to suggest that two other representatives be nominated from the community by the 
Parwich United Charities committee.

14.6.12  Parish Council website
Following Mrs Bennett's attendance at a recent training course organised the Derbyshire Association of 
Local Councils (DALC) she reported that, due to all the legal ramifications associated with a website, it 
would probably be more appropriate to arrange a website for the parish council through an official 
organisation.  Mrs Bennett reported that she would be uncomfortable to create one totally independently in 
the light of legal threats that are being directed towards the Council.  Mrs Bennett reconfirmed that DALC 
had stated that to aid transparency and to assist in providing/receiving information it would be preferable to 
have a website solely for Parwich Parish Council rather than continuing to utilise aspects of Parwich Blog.  
The website company representatives, present at the training course attended by Mrs Bennett, would charge 
an initial set up fee followed by an annual fee.  The clerk would be responsible for placing information on 
the website.  

Resolved:  To suspend standing orders and the order of the meeting to allow participation from County 
Councillor Spencer, to provide information from Derbyshire County Council (DCC) regarding this item.

Councillor Spencer advised that at present, DCC has no facility to disseminate information directly to any 
parish council's own website.  He further added how impressed he was with Parwich Blog.  He suggested 
that this may be an expensive venture without full benefits.
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Resolved:  The members noted the information from Councillor Spencer and resumed the meeting as per the 
advertised agenda.

Members reported that serious consideration to website costs had been given during the setting of the 
precept and members appreciated that costs associated with the use of a commercial website company was 
not ideal; however, DALC recommends that parish councils utilise their own websites.  

Resolved: Mrs Bennett to provide the clerk with contact details of the website company present at the 
DALC training event.  
Resolved: Clerk to arrange for personnel from the website company to meet with parish council members at 
a venue with internet access.
Resolved:  The outcome of the meeting to be brought to the subsequent full parish council meeting.

14.6.13 Sheep Wash and Jubilee Pond
Three members of the parish council had met with an officer from Peak District National Park Authority 
(PDNPA) to view the village 'ponds'.  The ponds officer reported that Parwich was not the only village to 
have issues with ponds this year.  Advice received would be to clear the vegetation in the water and to 
dredge the surplus silt that has formed over the past year, ideally when the water level is at its lowest level.
From a contact list supplied by the ponds officer, Mrs Bennett had approached 3 or 4 of the recommended 
contractors and had received a quote for works from one contractor. This contractor has a digger which 
could cover the area of both ponds in question and could remove the weed and also dredge the ponds.  
Removal of the material would be an additional cost.  Mr Yeomans referred to the use of another contractor.  
The use of a company with a vehicle with a 'grab' was also raised by Mr Bunting, for the excavated material.  
Depositing excavated material at the rear of the football pitch was discussed.

Resolved:  Mr Bunting and Mr Gerard-Pearse to obtain quotes.
Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to remove some/all of existing material
Resolved:  Item to be deferred to the July meeting.

14.6.14 Car park at Nethergreen
Mrs Bennett provided a summary document regarding the Nethergreen area and issues.  The clerk advised 
that there had been a change in the legal personnel at DCC handling the parish council's communications 
regarding Nethergreen.  This will inevitably delay proceedings as the parish council must receive this 
response in order to consider how to progress matters.  The present parish council members would like to 
resolve this issue prior to the formation of a new parish council in May 2015.  

Resolved:  To suspend standing orders to receive an advisory statement from County Councillor Spencer.

Councillor Spencer advised that DCC's definitive map should illustrate if any rights of way/public footpaths 
are registers at the area of Nethergreen.  He further supplied some names to contact at the Rights of Way 
team at DCC to ascertain if there are any public footpaths/rights of way at Nethergreen.  He further 
suggested that village green law has cost some parish councils multiple thousands of pounds to resolve.  
Village green law has been refined.

Resolved:  To resume the meeting as per the advertised agenda.
Resolved:  Clerk to contact the solicitors at DCC again to expedite matters and also to contact the Rights of 
Way team at DCC regarding public footpaths.

A letter had been received from further residents providing information and some additional historical 
background surrounding Nethergreen.  A portion of this document was read by the clerk.

Also connected to Nethergreen, Mrs Bennett reported that one of the new trees from the avenue planted at 
Nethergreen has died.  Derwent Treescapes (who were paid to plant the trees) has been contacted but under 
their terms of agreement Derwent Treescapes is not obliged to replace the tree.  
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14.6.15 Pump Hill
A letter of enquiry about the sale of Pump Hill was received at the previous meeting; however, the previous 
owner of the land has first refusal to purchase it back from the parish council.  This person 'gifted' it to the 
parish council to preserve its status within the parish.  This same person would continue to maintain this 
status but would then assume financial liabilities of maintaining it on repurchase.  The parish council has 
discussed matters associated with Pump Hill since January 2013 and these discussions have been minuted 
throughout this period of time.  The parish council members have also given very serious consideration to 
the future ongoing and potentially increasing maintenance costs of the land.  They have also explored 
alternative and valuable avenues of use for Pump Hill prior to reaching a decision to relinquish 
ownership/custody of it.  The parish council is presently trying to establish what the land can legally be sold 
for through enquiries with external agencies and has to await responses.  Members of the parish council have 
become aware of criticism on the Blog regarding this issue, which may partly be attributed to a lack of 
knowledge of the legal agreement in existence from the time the parish council acquired the land.

Resolved:  Pump Hill to feature on future agendas until all necessary enquiries have been resolved.

14.6.16 Minor Maintenance Agreement (MMA)
The clerk provided some information regarding the limitations to the MMA scheme; the possible use of the 
Ranger Service and identifying footpaths in the village.  The Ranger Service had been approached and had 
suggested the use of a volunteer scheme which the Peak District National Park Authority uses but there is a 
£100 administration fee.  Members discussed the use of the Blog to identify village footpaths which may 
require attention; however, it must be appreciated that this scheme is quite restrictive. 

Resolved:  To suspend standing orders to accept advice from County Councillor regarding this matter.  

County Councillor Spencer suggested contacting a gentleman who carries out such work in Thorpe and 
would be aware of the restrictions of the scheme.

Resolved:  To resume the meeting as per the advertised agenda.
Resolved:  Clerk to place a notice on the Blog.
Resolved:  Clerk to clarify with DCC if the monetary sum attached to the use of volunteers would be 
eligible expenditure under the MMA scheme.

14.6.17 ROSPA playground inspection report
The clerk had contacted the Playsafety company to establish if the playground inspection had taken place.  
This was confirmed to have taken place on 23rd May; however, the inspection report was not available in 
time for the date of the meeting.

14.6.18 Councillor training
Training for some members of the parish council was discussed together with the possibility of hosting the 
training session at Parwich Memorial Hall.  The clerk requested that the hire fees of the Memorial Hall be 
available as DALC would need to factor this in to training costs.

Resolved:  Clerk to contact DALC further to enquire about other parish councils receiving training in 
Parwich and to supply hire costs for the memorial hall.

14.6.19 Outcome of village tidy up
The outcome of the recent village tidy up was discussed.  It was reported that this had been very successful.  
Mr Yeomans was thanked for organising aspects of this event.  Gratitude was also expressed to the 
Sycamore for the supply of 'chip butties' and to Mr Bunting and his brother for the removal of rubbish.  The 
rubbish bin on Nethergreen football pitch was discussed again.  Numerous communications have been sent 
to Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) regarding a more suitable replacement.  The gentleman at 
DDDC who had received these communications has now retired.  Communications to his successor by the 
clerk and Mrs Bennett have also not yet resulted in a replacement litter bin.  Mrs Bennett had collated all 
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communications regarding this topic.  Members discussed forwarding this to senior personnel and the chief 
executive at DDDC.

Resolved:  To suspend standing orders to accept further advice from the County Councillor.

County Councillor Spencer advised contacting the District Councillor regarding this matter.

Resolved:  To resume the meeting as per the advertised agenda.
Resolved:  To contact the Chief executive, senior personnel at DDDC and the District Councillor regarding 
the achievement of a replacement waste bin, of an appropriate quality for the necessary purpose on the 
football pitch.

Part 2 –Confidential Information

14.6.20 To move the following resolution - “That in view of the confidential nature of the business 
about to be transacted (in respect of a discussion concerning the possible legal action against the 
Parish Council) it is advisable in the public interest, that the press and public be temporarily excluded 
and they are instructed to withdraw.”

Resolved:  To suspend standing orders to listen to advice from County Councillor S Spencer connected to 
the next confidential agenda item.

Councillor Spencer stated that he did not wish to become involved in the issue between a resident and the 
parish council; however, his personal opinion was that an issue may get out of hand.  He suggested 
involvement with the monitoring officer at DDDC and that decisions which may have a subsequent effect on 
parishioners need to be addressed in a transparent manner.  He advised that there are mechanisms in statute 
to deal with persistent complainers.  He also commented on the role of DALC and the Monitoring Officer at 
DDDC associated with this agenda item.

Resolved:  To resume the meeting as per the advertised agenda.
Resolved:  That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted (in respect of a 
discussion concerning the possible legal action against Parwich Parish Council) it was advisable in the 
public interest, that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they were instructed to withdraw.

Members of the public and County Councillor S Spencer withdrew from the meeting.

Unfortunately, Mr Bunting had to leave the meeting at this point

Resolved:  Mr Harrison to chair the meeting from this point.

A resident of Parwich had submitted a pre-action letter against Parwich Parish Council.  Members of 
Parwich Parish Council and the clerk had spent considerable time considering this matter in advance of the 
meeting and during the meeting.  Members acknowledged that legal advice would involve costs from the 
parish council's account.  Expenditure from the parish council's accounts has implications to future precepts.

Resolved:  The response to a pre-action letter from a resident, constructed by members of the parish council, 
to be submitted by the clerk, on behalf of the parish council, by the deadline date.
Resolved:  Item to placed on the next agenda.
Resolved:  To resume the remaining agenda items as non confidential items.

Part 3 - Non-confidential Information, to consider the following items:

14.6.23 Items of account, clerk's salary, contractors and general administration
The parish council is in credit in relation to the electricity supply for Parson's Croft and the pavilion.  
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Resolved:  Clerk to contact the supplier for a refund.

The clerk had liaised with Notts DA Caravan Club in advance of their arrival for Parwich Wakes and the 
treasurer will forward a cheque for the number of units.

Cq 1197 S Hampson June net salary £214.20
Cq 1198 S Hampson Reimbursement of expenses £14.30
Cq 1199 P Lownds 2 mowing cuts £110.00
Cq 1200 HMRC Quarter 1 income tax £181.20
Cq 1201 Parwich Memorial Hall Hire of annual meetings £22.00
Cq 1202 Parwich Memorial Hall Hire for June meeting £15.00

14.6.23 Planning applications and planning sub-committee
The section 73 application for the removal of condition 8 - restricting use to holiday use at Parwich Lees has 
been refused.  There were no new planning applications.

14.6.24 Correspondence and communication including format of future agendas
Resolved:  To adopt a new style of agenda for forthcoming meetings.

Correspondence included:
DDDC'S artsMATTERS Summer newsletter and PDNPA's invitation to attend the Annual Parishes' Day in 
October.  Other items of correspondence were covered by the agenda items

14.6.25 Items for the next agenda
Items to include:  Parish council website, Nethergreen, Pump Hill, Pre-action letter, policies, sheep wash and 
ponds.  Other items currently requiring attention by the parish council will feature on the parish council's 
agenda for July.

14.6.26 Date of the next meeting
16th July 2014

The meeting was declared closed at 11pm.  

S Hampson
Clerk to Parwich Parish Council

24 June 2014

©Parwich Parish Council minutes remain draft until approved by the parish council at the next meeting.


