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Parwich Parish Council 

 

A Meeting of Parwich Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 16th September 2015 at 7.30 pm in 

Parwich Memorial Hall. 

 

Present:  Mr M Edge, Mr P Kirkham, Mrs T Marshall , Mrs J Jesson, Mr E Yeomans, the clerk, 

Mrs S Hampson and two members of the public for part of the meeting.   

 

Part 1 Non-confidential information to consider the following items: 

 

15.9.1  Apologies/Councillors’ attendance register 

There were no apologies and all members present completed the attendance register  

 

15.9.2  Declaration of personal/pecuniary interest of councillors 

Mrs Marshall and Mrs Jesson declared an interest in the planning application for Listed Building 

Consent received subsequent to the planning application at End Cottage and completed an entry in 

the register.  There was no need for any other member to declare an interest. 

 

15.9.3  Minutes of previous meeting and items from the minutes, minutes of the previous 

planning sub-committee meeting if applicable 

The minutes of the previous meeting had been forwarded electronically to the members in advance 

of the meeting.  The minutes had also been placed on the parish council's website, and in the village 

shop. 

 

Resolved:  To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as a true record of proceedings. 

Resolved:  The chairman duly signed the minutes as a true record. 

 

15.9.4  Public speaking 

There were two members of the public in attendance.  One member did not wish to bring anything 

before the meeting.  The other member asked about updates on the new website as he queried 

details of the previous council members being still present, alternative lighting, (lighting which 

could rotate towards the bowling green in poor lighting conditions would be advantageous), the 

length of the current mowing contract and whether the parish council claimed money back from 

Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC).  He also expressed interest in the agenda item about the 

brook and provided some information.  The clerk confirmed that she put in a claim every year for 

reimbursable expenditure to offset mowing costs. 

 

Resolved:  the clerk to check current information on the new website regarding councillors’ details. 

 

15.7.5  Items from public speaking (items may form part of subsequent agenda(s)) 

Items covered by the agenda. 

 

15.7.6  Planning applications including Ballidon Quarry 

As referred to in agenda item 15.7.2, two members had declared an interest in this item, remained in 

the meeting but did not contribute to the discussion regarding the decision on this item. 

 

The other three members of the council gave careful consideration to the application for listed 

building consent at End Cottage.    

 

Resolved:  To support the application for listed building consent at End Cottage.   

Resolved:  The clerk to advise Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) that Parwich Parish 

Council supports the planning application for listed building consent at End Cottage.  
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Members had had the opportunity, in advance of the meeting, to consider the application at Ballidon 

Quarry.  Very thorough supporting documentation had been received.  Representatives had 

previously attended a meeting with the previous parish council. 

 

Resolved: To support the applications at Ballidon Quarry.  Members comments to include:  the 

alterations will extend the life of the quarry by approximately 25 years.  The regeneration is good 

including the lake. The landscaping will be an improvement.  The new proposals appear better than 

the original.  The proposals do not involve an extension, re-excavation or amendments to working 

hours.   

 

A further application had been received at The Stable for external alternations, including windows, 

doors, roof lights and summer house. 

 

Resolved:  Members supported this application. 

 

15.9.7 Pond, sheep wash and brook course 

The clerk had received a telephone call from a resident expressing concerns about the sheep wash 

and  trees growing out of the side of it.  The clerk had advised members of this during the summer 

recess to view this in advance of the meeting. 

 

At the meeting, members reported that they had viewed the sheep wash and Mr Kirkham reported 

that self-set trees had been removed and previous stumps attended to.  The recent planting was not 

touched.  He further reported that the portion up to the dam had become over grown.  Some areas 

had been cleared before the meeting but other stretches still required attention.  It was reported that 

prior to the meeting, following the removal of debris so far, the water course was flowing freely. 

 

Resolved:  to suspend the meeting to allow input from a member of the public. 

 

The member of the public queried where material excavated during a clearing session would be put 

eg skip, trailer etc. 

 

Resolved:  To reconvene the meeting. 

 

Mr Yeomans reported that a previous parish councillor had advised him that there had always been 

a hole in the pipe in the pond and various methods had been employed to block this.  The clerk had 

contacted Valley View Landscapes regarding the hole in the pipe.  Their contractor had advised that 

he had repaired damage he had caused but and that was almost 2 years ago.  Members were unsure 

whether the contractors had worked on this area. 

 

Resolved:  To suspend the meeting to allow input from a member of the public. 

 

The member of the public advised that the contractors had indeed worked on the area in question.  

He reported that the only water presently in the pond was a small volume of rain water and there 

had been a lack of rain so far.  He also queried methods of blocking the hole in the pipe in the pond. 

 

Resolved:  To reconvene the meeting 

Resolved:  To place the pond and brook course regularly on future agendas. 

Resolved:  To keep clearing a section at a time of self set trees, fools water cress and vegetation as 

it dies back, to prevent the water course becoming blocked, if a sufficient number of people can 

assist with these tasks. 

Resolved:  Mrs Marshall to purchase anti-bacterial wipes/spray and disposable gloves and other 

items for the clearance via the parish council’s account at a local merchant in advance of the 

clearing session. 

 



 3 

The clerk advised members of the need to have a risk assessment for working in the water course 

due to potential diseases, should volunteers assist with the task. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to forward a risk assessment to the members. 

Resolved:  to suspend the meeting to allow further input from a member of the public. 

 

The member of the public volunteered to clear an area of the brook.  The members thanked the 

member of the public for this offer. 

 

Resolved:  To reconvene the meeting. 

Resolved:  To place a notice on the Blog to link to the parish council’s website to ask for support in 

clearing the water course.  This will take place after the 'clear up' being organised by Parwich 

Memorial Hall. 

 

15.9.8  Pump Hill (update if received – excluding confidential aspects) 

The clerk had forwarded electronic communication to a former councillor for an update on Pump 

Hill.  A response had been received from the former councillor and the solicitor to advise that, at 

present, they were waiting for a further communication from the present owner. 

 

15.9.9  Items of account, clerk's monthly salary, HMRC, contractors 

Cq 1271 Grant Thornton  Annual return 2015  £120.00   (VAT £20.00) 

Cq 1272 Parwich Memorial Hall September Meeting hire £15.00 

Cq 1273 PDNPA   MMA Strimming  £180.00   (VAT £30.00) 

Cq 1276 S Povey   Removal of 5 moles  £30.00 

Cq 1277 DDDC    Election charges  £203.37 

Cq 1278 Parwich Memorial Hall October meeting hire  £15.00 

Cq 1279 S Hampson   Reimbursement of expenses £25.05 

Cq 1280 S Hampson   September net salary  £218.98 

Cq 1281 HMRC    Second quarter income tax £164.20 

Cq 1282 T Moorcroft   Mowing contract  £1,392.00  (VAT £232) 

 

British Gas had forwarded a letter which had not been received  by the clerk.  This had been 

delivered to Mr Kirkham and involved obtaining a meter reading.  The clerk had also received 

communication about installing a smart meter to obtain readings directly for future electricity bills.  

Members questioned whether this would be possible to achieve. 

 

Resolved:  to not install a smart meter. 

Resolved:  the clerk to register for on line submission of readings and receipt of electronic bills. 

 

15.9.10 Dog fouling 
There are numerous dog fouling notices around the village yet there are still some instances of dog 

fouling.  The Head Teacher at the primary school had advised that there has been some 

improvement on the fields used by the school.  There is also the possibility that some of the issue 

may be caused by foxes.  The clerk had written to DDDC to request large size signs but these had 

not been received.  Members discussed additional signs. 

 

Resolved:  Mrs Marshall to visit a professional sign company to obtain costs for large dog fouling 

signs and to report the costs at the next meeting. 

Resolved:  The clerk to request further signs from DDDC which are free of charge. 

 

15.9.11 Playground   

The clerk had contact two professional playground suppliers for quotes for replacement large swing 

seats (online playground - £29 each plus VAT with an aluminium strip through centre) and 

Wicksteed (£38 plus VAT but made of rubber). Members discussed the compatibility with existing 

chains. 
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Resolved:  Members to check the dimensions of the existing swing seats and advise the clerk. 

Resolved:  If the dimensions are compatible with existing seats then the clerk to proceed with the 

order for 2 rubber swing seats at £38 each + VAT + Carriage at £11.50. 

 

Members also discussed the cold soft pour area, the slide repairs and swing chains. 

 

Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to look at lifting the swing chains. 

 

15.9.12 Pavilion (repairs), tennis courts and alternative lighting at Parsons Croft 

Alternative lighting quotes had been received from one source (the company personnel who had 

previously met with members of the parish council). 

 

The prices ranged from £915 to £7,060 + VAT, the cheapest quote was remedial work to the 

existing lighting and the highest quote to replace lighting with sport quality lighting.  Members 

discussed the advantages and disadvantages of the different quotes, potential increased revenue 

from improved lighting.  The Bowls Club would benefit from having lighting which could rotate to 

face the green in poor lighting conditions. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to investigate grants from Sport England for sport lighting.  The clerk to also 

contact a former member of the parish council regarding this and Derbyshire County Council 

(DCC) for contact details of companies providing sport lighting. 

 

Mr Kirkham reported that he had carried out some emergency repairs to make the outside of the 

pavilion safe, following a report from Mr Yeomans.  The conveyer belt used on the foot way had 

caused substantial moisture retention and rotting of boards.  Mr Kirkham also reported a 

considerable state of untidiness in the pavilion. 

 

Resolved:  Members to take up the old conveyer belt 

Resolved:  The clerk to contact 4 tradesmen to provide quotes to replace boards (Mrs Marshall or 

Mr Kirkham to supply the contact addresses and to be the liaison contacts for tradesmen to meet at 

the site) 

Resolved:  To suspend the meeting to allow input from a member of the public. 

 

The members of the Bowls Club will drain the water from the pavilion and the toilets at the end of 

the season.  They will also cut the hedge around the area used by the Bowls Club. 

 

Resolved:  To reconvene the meeting 

 

The slippery surface of the tennis courts was discussed.  The clerk provided details of the previous 

cost to clear the court surfaces which was in excess of £1,000.  Mr Yeomans provided information 

on an alternative cleaning of the court. 

 

Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to investigate costs and bring information to the next meeting. 

 

The mowing contractor had approached a member of the parish council regarding weed killing the 

car park at Parsons Croft; however he was concerned that this could actually remove the surface of 

the car park.   

 

Resolved:  Mr Kirkham to speak to residents at Parsons Croft regarding the possible resurfacing 

and to remove items from the car park. 

 

15.9.13 Parish Council key holders 

The previous parish council members had been approached regarding parish council keys.  Names 

of other residents holding keys had been provided.  The Bowls Club have a key but need this. 
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Resolved:  Members of the parish council and the clerk to approach those concerned to return keys. 

 

15.9.14 Village maintenance 

The round posts on the grass opposite the Sycamore Inn are in need of replacement as many are 

rotten. 

 

Resolved:  Mr Yeomans to take measurements of posts; Mrs Marshall to obtain costs based on 

measurements; Mr Kirkham to approach a local person with an implement to knock the replacement 

posts into place. 

 

Members also discussed the snow warden scheme in regard to winter maintenance in the village.  

The clerk provided some details on the scheme, the quantity of free grit provided and limitations of 

the scheme to only clearing snow from pavements, not the highway.  Members enquired if 

numerous people could become snow wardens but appreciated that there are few actual pavements 

in the parish.  The clerk also advised that only one grit bin belongs to the parish council all others 

belong to DCC. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to contact DCC regarding the possible number of snow wardens. 

Resolved:  The clerk to forward details of the location of the grit bins within the parish to members. 

 

15.9.15 Village bonfire 

During the parish council summer recess the clerk had received enquiries to hold the bonfire on the 

cricket pitch in November.  The members had been advised of the enquiry and liaised in advance of 

the meeting regarding this but, prior to the meeting, the clerk had been advised by a member of the 

Carnival and Recreation Committee that the 2015 bonfire would be held on a different field and the 

use of the parish council field, therefore, no longer required. 

 

Resolved:  Although the clerk had been advised in August 2015 by a member of Parwich Carnival 

and Recreation Committee that they had secured a field from a resident for use for the 2015 village 

bonfire, members had no objections, in principle, to using the former cricket field to host the village 

bonfire.  However, members would require further information.  They believed that a fire pit would 

have to be created under the surface of the cricket pitch field.  The surface turf would also have to 

be removed and preserved, to relay and restore the cricket pitch afterwards, for use by the school 

and caravan clubs.   

 

15.9.16 Asset register 

The clerk had obtained insurance values provided by the parish council's insurance company and 

also made reference to an asset register compiled by a former clerk in a discussion on a new asset 

register for the parish council.  Members discussed the asset register at length including valuations 

of the parish council's tenanted land.  From enquiries, it had not been possible to find the purchase 

price of the land but members thought the land should be valued at between £7-£10,000 per acre.  

Members also discussed the depreciation of items such as playground equipment. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to complete the asset register based on the input from the members.  

Resolved:  The playground equipment values to be recorded as 25% of original purchased price due 

to their age and present state of repair. 

 

15.9.17 Minor Maintenance Agreement (MMA) 

Work had been undertaken on footpath 1 (250 metres of strimming) carried out by the Countryside 

Maintenance Team (CMT) of PDNPA.   An invoice had been received in the sum of £150 + VAT.  

The clerk had also prepared an invoice for DCC to reclaim the amount net of VAT. 
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15.9.18 Co-option process for remaining 2 parish council vacancies 

The clerk had prepared a new notice advertising the remaining two vacancies on the parish council.  

The closing date for applications is 7th September 2015.  There had again been no response to the 

co-option notice.  The member of the public present at the meeting expressed interest in one of the 

vacancies during the meeting but had not applied prior to the closing date.   

 

Resolved:  The clerk to prepare a further co-option notice for the two remaining vacancies. 

 

15.9.19 Correspondence and communication 

Correspondence included  DALC circulars, DDDC Area Forums.  An enquiry had been received 

regarding new football posts, a further request had been received to remove previous councillors' 

details from the Blog.  Bagshaws had forwarded a receipt for work undertaken with a tenancy 

agreement and again asked about concerns contained in a clause in an agreement for one of the 

tenants.  Bagshaws also enquired whether a further rent review would be required in 2017, as an 

appropriate notice period would have to be given to the tenants.  Members discussed this carefully 

and had no problems, in principle to this request. 

 

Resolved:  To remove former councillors' details from the Blog and to check the new website. 

Resolved:  To place the tenancy review and a clause within the tenancy agreement on the next 

agenda to instruct Bagshaws accordingly. 

Resolved:  To confirm, at the next meeting, the instruction to review the tenant rents again 

following the appropriate notice period.  

Resolved:  To place replacement football posts on the next agenda along with budget items 

 

15.9.19 Items for the next agenda 

Playground, MMA, dog fouling notices, posts opposite the Sycamore Inn, tennis courts, Parsons 

Croft lighting and Sport England Grant, asset register, parish council keys, the water course, the 

pavilion and repairs, tenancy clauses and rent reviews, Pump Hill, football posts.  Additional items 

to be compiled by the clerk. 

 

15.9.20 Date of the next meeting   

21 October 2015 

 

Part 2 –Confidential Information  

To move the following resolution - “That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to 

be transacted (in respect of discussions concerning valuations and legal proceedings) it is advisable 

in the public interest, that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they are instructed to 

withdraw.” 

 

15.9.21 Pump Hill (Confidential aspects, if received by meeting date) 

There were no members of the public present at this point in the meeting but there were no 

confidential matters to bring before the parish council in relation to Pump Hill. 

 

 

The meeting was declared closed at 10.30 pm 

 

S Hampson 

Clerk 

Parwich Parish Council 

 

20th September 2015 

 

 


