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Parwich Parish Council 

 

A meeting of Parwich Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 15 April 2015 at 7.30 pm in Parwich 

Memorial Hall. 

 

Present:  R Bunting, M Harrison, C Healy, J Bennett, N Linnell, M Gerard-Pearse, E Yeomans, the clerk, 

Mrs S Hampson and three members of the public.   

 

Part 1 – Non-confidential information to consider the following agenda items: 

 

15.4.1  Apologies/Councillors’ attendance register 

Members present duly completed the attendance register.   

 

15.4.2 Declaration of personal/pecuniary interest of councillors 

There was no need by any member present to complete an entry in the register. 

 

15.4.3  Minutes of the previous meeting an items from the minutes, minutes of the previous planning 

sub-committee. 

Resolved:  The minutes were approved as a true record of proceedings and were signed by the chairman,  

Mr Bunting. 

 

15.4.4  Public speaking 

One member of the public thanked all the members of the parish council for giving up enormous amounts of 

their time, for the benefit of the village, during their term of office as councillors. 

 

A second member of the public enquired about progress made on the ‘Sport for All’ grant.  Mrs Linnell 

advised the member of the public and members of the parish council that from her research, the parish 

council was not eligible to apply for the grant for refurbishments to the Parsons Croft sports facilities.  She 

did report, however, that the Bowls Club could apply for a grant towards a new lawn mower under the 

scheme.  The clerk advised that the parish council would not be able to be involved in the VAT element of 

the purchase as the Bowls Club would be a third party .  This advice had been received from the Derbyshire 

Association of Local Councils (DALC) regarding a similar case.  Mr Harrison offered help with the 

completion of the grant if the Bowls Club wished to pursue the matter. 

 

The same member of the public advised he had seen a local tradesman regarding the public toilets.  He 

reported maintenance issues with the toilets and with the building.  See item 15.4.11.  He also reported that 

he had replaced light bulbs in the toilets but did not require reimbursement and would be prepared to open 

the toilets for the caravan bookings.  The parish council members thanked him for these actions.  He also 

asked about the absence of nominations from the present council regarding the forthcoming elections and 

the intention of the clerk for the immediate future.  The clerk advised of the involvement of Derbyshire 

Dales District Council (DDDC) with administration.  Also see item 15.4.17. 

 

15.4.5 Items from public speaking (items may form part of subsequent agenda(s)) 

There were no items raised to form part of a subsequent agenda. 

 

15.4.6  Pump Hill (excluding confidential aspects associated with this item)  
Ms Healy reported that she had spoken to the solicitor on the day of the meeting.  She reported that there had 

been no further responses from the solicitors involved.  A response is awaited from the third party involved.  

There will be no charges made until completion.  The parish council’s solicitors will continue to pursue the 

third party but until a response is received the process remains static.  Mrs Shields’ solicitor has a letter 

awaiting authority from the third party. 

 

Resolved:  The parish council and the parish council’s solicitors will continue to proceed to completion of 

the sale of Pump Hill and then legal fees can be paid. 

Resolved:  Mr Gerard-Pearse to speak to the third party involved. 
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15.4.7  Land Registry 

Ms Healy reported from the solicitor that there are no title deeds for the land to register by adverse 

possession.  Proof is not available that the parish council has had exclusive possession.  Statements would be 

required that the land has been given.  The solicitor thinks that it is not worth pursuing even though there is 

correspondence dating back to 1965 in favour of the parish council as the cost to the parish council and 

therefore, to the residents via precept costs would be very high to pursue registration.  The parish council has 

assumed responsibility for payments for the upkeep of the area.  Other interested parties would have to 

prove a stronger case of adverse possession which would not be likely as the parish council is possession of 

all the documents. 

 

Resolved:  Documentation to remain with the parish council’s solicitors and other material to be given to 

Mr Gerard-Pearse to store with other parish council documents in the parish council box. 

 

15.4.8 Items of account, clerk's monthly salary, HMRC, allocation of budget for pond planting 

Cq 1244  L Lowe   £63.24  Panels for tennis courts 

Cq 1245  DALC   £213.44 Annual subscription (to include level one training) 

Cq 1246  S Hampson   £30.00  Quarter 1 premises allowance 

Cq 1247  S Hampson   £13.26  Reimbursement of expenses 

Cq 1248  S Hampson   £218.98 April net salary 

Cq 1249  S Hampson   £218.98 May net salary 

Cq 1250  Parwich Memorial Hall £15.00  Hire for April 

Cq 1251  Playsafety   £78.00  ROSPA inspection fee for playground 

Cq 1252  Broker Network  £2,848.89 Annual insurance to include Memorial Hall buildings 

       insurance 

Cq 1253  T Moorcroft   £444.00 Mowing at Parsons Croft x2 and village x 1 

Cq 1254  Parwich Memorial Hall £15.00  Hire for next meeting 

Cq 1255  S Marshall   £265.00 Repairs to the toilets at Parsons Croft  

 

Pond planting 

The parish council members have previously been advised that a resident and friend with additional 

knowledge on aquatic plants could carry out planting in the village pond.  The parish council has allocated a 

budget of £200 for the purpose of replanting the pond.  Members discussed payment methods.   

 

Resolved:  The volunteers could pay for the plants and be reimbursed or alternatively request the plant 

supplier to invoice the parish council directly. 

 

The sum of £200 falls within the limits of the parish council's financial regulations to obtain a signature to 

pay an invoice outside of a meeting.   

 

Resolved:  The clerk to seek two signatures from the present council members to pay an invoice for the 

plants or to reimburse the volunteers, if the invoice is received prior to the end of the term of the office of 

the present council 

 

The accounts for the year ending 31 March 2015 had been prepared by the clerk and responsible finance 

officer.  These had been forwarded to members in advance of the meeting.  The annual return document was 

brought before the council in the meeting.  The chairman thanked the clerk for the preparation of the 

accounts.  The clerk reported that the VAT return had been completed and that the internal audit would be 

arranged shortly. 

 

Resolved:  The accounts were unanimously accepted as a true record and the chairman and responsible 

finance officer duly signed the annual return in preparation for the external audit.. 

 

15.4.9  Highway and footpath issues, monitoring of village grit bins 

DCC had advised the clerk that a job had been raised to fill and make safe a cluster of pot holes but DCC is 

currently awaiting works to be carried out by a landowner of adjacent fields to remedy drainage issues from 
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the land.  When the works have taken place a more permanent reinstatement can be considered.  Members of 

the public can also report highway issues.  Information on how the public can report highway matters can be 

found on the parish council’s website. 

 

Further pot holes were reported between Parwich Lees and Alsop-en-le-Dale; opposite the post box on the 

Main Street in the village and just beyond Foufinside Farm. 

 

Resolved:  Clerk to report the above pot holes to DCC. 

 

15.4.10  Use of former cricket field for a fund raising event 

Mr Bunting advised that the representative of the Derbyshire Branch of the Royal British Legion Motorcycle 

Club had forwarded a letter to advised that this year the Club had sufficient fund raising events organised 

and would, therefore, not want to use the cricket field in Parwich this year. 

 

15.4.11  Response to the advertisement for a cleaner for Parsons Croft toilets and report from 

tradesman on remedial work to the toilet building 

At the time of the meeting there had been no response to the advertisement for a cleaner for the toilet.  (Also 

see public speaking).   

 

Resolved:  to place a notice on the inside of the window or the toilet door to advise visitors to Parwich that 

the toilets unfortunately are closed due to a lack of a cleaner. 

Resolved:  to place a similar notice on the parish council website to advise any individuals/groups in 

advance of a visit to Parwich. 

 

Ms Healy provided an update from a tradesman regarding work required at the toilets.  The work includes:  

re-pointing the back of the toilets and a repair to the crack under the window.  There is no guttering and rain 

goes down the pointing at the rear and the front of the building.   

 

Resolved:  To instruct the tradesman to carry out the repairs to the toilet building at the price quoted as the 

figure was for less than the amount contained within the parish council’s financial regulations requiring 

more than one estimate/quote.  (Please see items of account) 

 

15.4.12  Playground and ROSPA inspection 

The clerk had requested the invoice for the playground inspection in advance of the inspection to ensure 

payment by the present council.  This had been received.  (See items of account) 

 

It was reported that some of the black matting at the playground is slippery in parts near the slide.  

Disinfectant may reduce the slippery aspect of the matting.  If the new council resolve to organise a village 

tidy up day during 2015 then this area could be a focus for attention. 

 

15.4.13  Parwich Memorial Hall insurance 

The clerk had received information regarding the rebuild costs of Parwich Memorial Hall and that 

subsidence cover was required.  The clerk had subsequently contacted the parish council’s insurance 

company to obtain the premium required to include the buildings insurance with subsidence cover for 

Parwich Memorial Hall. 

 

Resolved:  To accept the insurance premium from Came and Company including the figure for Parwich 

Memorial Hall. 

Resolved:  To prepare the cheque to the insurance company, with immediate effect, to ensure continuity of 

insurance is maintained at the end of the term of office of the new council as new signatories will not be in 

place in time to meet the insurance policy deadlines.  (See items of account) 

 

15.4.14  Parish Council website 

Mrs Bennett informed members that there had been approximately one thousand ‘hits’ on the parish 

council’s new website during the last month.  Mrs Bennett also informed members that she will continue to 
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update the website until the hand over to the new parish council takes place.  The parish council members 

look forward to a link on Parwich Blog to the parish council’s new website, as requested by the parish 

council.  Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) has included the Parwich Parish Council’s website on 

their list. 

 

15.4.15  Pest Control  

DDDC advise that voles are not protected but water voles are a protected species which contradicts previous 

advice received from a pest control contractor.  The clerk had contacted the pest control contractor again on 

receiving DDDC’s opinion on voles.  He had visited the village and reported that there were no tracks or 

holes in the banking on the football pitch field and therefore, in his opinion, the damage caused on the field 

was not due to the presence of water voles. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to instruct the contractor to remove ‘voles’ from the football pitch and to invoice the 

parish council. 

 

15.4.16  Elections and handover to the new parish council 

Unfortunately, none of the present parish council members chose to re-stand for the elections on 7 May 

2015.   DDDC had advised the clerk that only two statements of nomination had been received from other 

residents of Parwich.  This means that the parish council will be inquorate and DDDC will have to re-run an 

election (probably in the middle of June).  DDDC will become involved in the administration of the parish 

council until a quorate parish council is formed.  DDDC had advised that the monitoring officer would 

contact the clerk but this had not happened in time for the meeting.  

 

Resolved:  Clerk to contact the monitoring officer regarding the position of the council and administration. 

 

The present members of the council will remain approachable to the new council and recommend new 

councillors to undertake training offered by DALC. 

 

Resolved:  The clerk to contact DALC to request that training on the Code of Conduct is offered to new 

councillors. 

 

15.4.17 The clerk 

The clerk advised the members that she would remain in position to ensure administration would continue 

and that she would initially assist the new council but that she may not remain long term.  The clerk reported 

that it had been a pleasure to have worked with such professional parish councillors during the term of office 

of the present council and that the village community had lost a great asset and an exceptional knowledge 

base. 

 

15.4.18  Planning applications and planning sub-committee 

Plans for Lea House had been granted. 

 

15.4.19  Correspondence and communication 

Communication from DCC had been received with a request to annotate a map to indicate the place where a 

dog waste bin from Nethergreen should be removed in favour of the replacement by a new substantial bin on 

the football pitch.  The poor quality bin on the football pitch should also be removed.   

 

Resolved:  DCC’s map was annotated accordingly.  Clerk to forward to DCC. 

 

Mr Bunting advised that he had removed a waste bin from Parsons Croft as it was full of dog faeces and had 

not been emptied for some considerable time.  All waste bins are now dual purpose bins and should be used 

to deposit bagged dog waste in addition to ordinary litter. 

 

A communication had been received from a resident disputing that the pavilion belonged to the parish 

council and was leased by the bowls club.  Neither the parish council members nor a long standing member 

of the Bowls Club were aware of a legal lease in favour of the Bowls Club.  It was thought that the pavilion 
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may be have been bequeathed by the Odd Fellows.  The parish council pays for the services to the pavilion 

and the Bowls Club do not make contributions towards these services but have carried out some 

maintenance.  It was thought the lady responsible for Parwich Charities may have a wealth of knowledge on 

the subject.  The parish council noted all the comments in the communication. 

 

Resolved:  The possibility of a legal lease in favour of the Bowls Club in relation to the pavilion should be 

discussed by the new council. 

 

Communications had been received from a resident requesting answers from the parish council regarding 

Nethergreen.  Members discussed points raised by the resident. 

 

Resolved:  The answers to the resident's questions were as follows: 

 

The parish council does not have any documentary evident to determine what ground is registered as a 

village green at Nethergreen.  It is not registered under the ownership of the parish council.  Freedom of 

Information charges can be found on Parwich Parish Council's website under 'policies' on the final page of 

the model publication scheme.  With reference to public liability for the car park at Nethergreen, the parish 

council has public liability insurance.  The parish council has accepted responsibility for this area and, 

therefore, stated that the area is covered by the insurance policy.  With regard to the reference to the police 

in previous minutes, Ms Healy read out a statement regarding the rationale for their presence. 

 

The same resident had also sent two letters of complaint to the monitoring officer at Derbyshire Dales 

District Council about two further members of the parish council, Ms Healy and Mr Gerard-Pearse, accusing 

these councillors of breaching the parish council's code of conduct in June and September 2014 and January 

2015.  Both Ms Healy and Mr Gerard-Pearse acknowledged that they had been contacted by the Monitoring 

Officer's department.  Ms Healy spoke and provided background to this matter and stated that these 

accusations were malicious and unfounded as she was not actually present at any one of these meetings.  In 

view of this it was hoped that parishioners could draw their own conclusions on this matter. 

 

15.4.20  Items for the next agenda 

The next agenda should be for the Annual Parish Council meeting and the Parish Annual Meeting in May, 

however, with reference to agenda item 15.4.16, these meetings will not now take place until after a revised 

election date has been called by DDDC or if Trustees are appointed by DDDC .   

 

Resolved:  The clerk to compile agenda items when the next meeting is arranged. 

 

15.4.21  Date of the next meeting:  To be advised 

 

Part 2 Confidential items 

 

15.3.22. Pump Hill 

At the time of the meeting there was no additional confidential information concerning Pump Hill. 

 

Mr Bunting thanked the fellow councillors and the clerk for everything the had done and declared the 

meeting closed at 8.57 pm. 

 

Mrs S Hampson Clerk 

Parwich Parish Council 

27 April 2015 

 

©Parwich Parish Council minutes remain draft until approved by the parish council at the next meeting. 

©This document remains the copyright of Parwich Parish Council and should not be reproduced in any form 

without prior permission from Parwich Parish Council. 

 


